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| Introduction

The Anacostia River and its tributaries flow through
densely populated areas in Montgomery County, Prince
George's County, and Washington, DC, providing
recreation opportunities and natural respite despite an
increasingly urban landscape. In the past, the watershed
has experienced poor health due to extensive pollution,
damaged ecosystems, and lost biodiversity in its streams.
Through the effort of residents, local governments, and
non-profit organizations, the Anacostia watershed has
seen a revival. Litter pollution remains a key challenge to
improving the health of the Anacostia.

Anacostia Riverkeeper (ARK) has a mission to protect,
restore, and connect people to the Anacostia River. This
passion inspired the Litter to Action (L2A) program which
empowers groups and individuals to host data-centric DIY
cleanups in their own neighborhoods. In 2025, Anacostia
Riverkeeper worked with local college students, scout
troops, churches, and watershed groups to help them host
their own L2A events. This model helps you care for your
own backyard while collecting important data on the litter
entering our watershed!

The L2A program was funded as a pilot project through
Montgomery County Department of Environment. The
project continues work towards our common goals of
restoring the Anacostia watershed and promoting

stewardship of non-park lands within Montgomery County.

This is now a framework for supporting DIY cleanups
throughout the county.

Visit anacostiariverkeeper.org to learn more about the program.



https://www.anacostiariverkeeper.org/programs/water-quality-monitoring/

2025 L2A Event Map

rln 2025, L2A volunteers hosted 10 cleanups
on non-park lands in Montgomery County.
This map highlights sites where L2A has
already been implemented! We also
recommend your own neighborhood, local
parking lots, churches, and playgrounds.




| what's In Our Watershed?

( Thanks to the hard work of
our amazing volunteers,
L2A removed 601 pounds
of trash from Montgomery
County in 2025! Most of
these roadside locations
saw a huge proportion of
bulk trash and other waste
suggesting illegal dumping
or improper disposal of
household items. Out of
the remaining litter, 64% by
weight were beverage

\ containers!




| A Living Program!

The Litter to Action (L2A) program
empowers people to make their own
neighborhood a cleaner, safer place. This
has created a sustainable framework for
supporting small-scale local cleanups
throughout the watershed. Special thanks
to Montgomery DEP for funding this
project.

Interested in hosting a L2A event in your
own neighborhood in 2026? We have
supplies to help you clean up their own
neighborhoods!

Please use the resources below or
visit anacostiariverkeeper.org for
more information.

Litter to Action Instructional Video

Certification Quiz

Printable Data Sheet

Litter to Action Data Upload Site

Litter to Action Host Survey

Email monitor@anacostiariverkeeper.org with any questions.


https://www.anacostiariverkeeper.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cERcrh7shIE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFfqCnNDq0CTNe-dF73WRNrghhBcSdv5VVnTP9eBtJzih4Jw/viewform
https://airtable.com/apprZ7xBQBWOjLFkt/pagNO5JV3FsMbQzdY/form
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m9qAXwtiTQauAxsFUM1mwT0suq4zvnRa/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7bg68-MZUD6CTR6zZLHuzufyjkhzb6vgwDGug5MvCIHSuGA/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cERcrh7shIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cERcrh7shIE



